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www.deakin.edu.au/topat 

This is the first TOPAT newsletter. 

Newsletters will be used to communicate progress and findings for the TOPAT Project, as well as give 

useful information for your professional development. 

Why the starfish for the TOPAT Logo 

The starfish lives in the intertidal zone, between the ocean and land. This environment 

requires the starfish and other intertidal organisms to adapt to opposite extremes of 

temperature, moisture, light and salinity. As new teachers, you also must be adaptable as 

you move from being a learner at university to being a teacher in charge of your own 

classrooms. Teachers who teach a specialisation that they have not trained for (i.e., teach 

out-of-field) also must adapt to different subject demands.  

Adaptability is an essential quality of a teacher, especially out-of-field teachers. 

The Project has reached the end of its first year. 

Thirty pre-service teachers (PST) are interested 

in being involved in a longitudinal study in 2014. 

This year we: 

 Surveyed PSTs 

 Spoke with PSTs and lecturers 

 Developed case studies on 6  Courses 

The data is currently being analysed and will be 

published during 2014. 

 

 

Journal articles & presentations 

Hobbs, L. (2013). “It’s not our job to prepare 

them for teaching out-of-field”: Teacher 

educator perspectives on preparing adaptable 

teachers. Paper presented to the annual 

meeting of the European Science Education 

Research Association, Cyprus, September. 

Hobbs, L., Campbell, C., Cottrill, J. (2013). Using 

Vimeo to recruit participants for research. 

Paper presented to the Contemporary 

Approaches to Research in Mathematics, 

Science, Health and Environmental Education, 

Deakin University Melbourne 27 - 28 November 

2013. 
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Some findings from the Pre-service 

teacher survey  

The survey was undertaken by 36 participants from 

universities in Victoria and New South Wales.  While this 

number is small, some worthwhile data has been 

generated.  

Expected accessibility and usefulness of support 

mechanisms. 

There were a number of interesting trends: 

1.  Support mechanisms that were rated as highest 

usefulness but lowest expected availability are listed in 

the table below.  So these are things you WANT but 

don’t expect to get much! The % represents the 

percentage of respondents who expected high 

usefulness but low availability of that support. 

Reduction in workload 26% 

Formal mentoring/coaching 
programs 

19% 

Inter-school collaboration 
programs 

7% 

External Professional Learning 7% 

Further formal study 7% 

Repositories of activities and 
resources 

4% 

2.  Generally most of the support mechanisms were 

rated as useful. But there were some that were rated as 

being of limited use, but highly available. These are the 

ones that you will have a lot of, but won’t help much. 

Only two mechanisms were rated in this way by only 4% 

of the respondents. 

 

Subject meetings 4% 

Learning from degree 4% 

 

3.  A number of the support mechanisms that were 

unknown in their availability and their potential 

usefulness. Perhaps these could be addressed more 

during your initial teacher education? 

Inter-school collaborations 33% 

External professional 
development 

26% 

In-house professional 
development 

22% 

Learning from undergraduate  22% 

Principal 22% 

Lecturers 22% 

  

 

NSW Teachers Federation  

Beginning teacher conferences are being held at various 

locations in NSW during 2014:   

 Bundanoon (March 2014)  

 Broken Hill (March 2014) 

 Newcastle (May 2014) 

 Lightning Ridge (May) 

 Corowa (July)  

Details are available on the NSWTF website: 

http://www.nswtf.org.au/services/conferences/beginnin

g-teacher-conferences.html  

Independent Schools Victoria   

Independent Schools Victoria runs a variety of seminars 

throughout 2014 for the professional development of 

principals, teachers and school administrators across a 

number of areas. Most of the seminars are held in 

Melbourne.  Details are available on the Independent 

Schools Victoria website:  

http://www.is.vic.edu.au/services/professional-

learning/index.htm 

Contact with other 2014 participants 

Would you like to contact other participants in this 

project? Talking with and sharing ideas is a great way to 

assist you in your teaching.  

Email jenni.cottrill@deakin.edu.au if you do not want to 

be included in this contact list. 

Christmas greetings 

We thank you for supporting this 

project and look forward to working with 

you again next year. 

We wish you a happy Christmas and a healthy and 

properous New Year! 

 Contacts: 

Dr Linda Hobbs 

Email: l.hobbs@deakin.edu.au 

Associate Professor Coral Campbell 

Email: coral.campbell@deakin.edu.au 

Ms Jenni Cottrill 

Research Fellow 

Email: jenni.cottrill@deakin.edu.au 
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