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Education and Knowledge Essential

Genetically modified organisms and genetically modified food are relatively recent developments arising from the wonderful discoveries surrounding gene technology. Our knowledge of what genes really are and how they work is enabling us to understand metabolism, growth and development in all living organisms, both plants and animals, to understand in terms of the patterns of action and interaction of the 30,000 - 50,000 genes that each organism possesses. Until there are clear benefits to the consumer, individually, positive assessments are unlikely to be made by our societies. With the new technologies and knowledge, food supplies for the rural poor in developing countries can be made more reliable, suffering from nutritional deficiencies can be reduced on a global scale, and farming can be non-destructive to the environment. Two billion people, a third of the world's population, suffer from vitamin A and iron deficiencies - this being especially severe in children. So too is malnutrition which effects more than 800 million people each year. Population increases will require us to double food production in the first half of this century and to do this without using any more land. Even now GM technologies can play an important role in these matters. If we fail to take advantage of the powerful and life-giving improvements than can be made to the food supply in developing countries, even to subsistence farmers, then we need to realise that we are guilty of failing to accept a responsibility and opportunity to enhance the health and quality of life of more than a third of the world's population. 
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