CHARTING FUTURES

EVALUATION OF THE FORUM

Forty participants completed the evaluation instrument.

The program

	Theme 1 – Technological developments and futures
	Disagree
	Undecided
	Agree

	The input provided by the background speakers provided a useful backdrop for the discussions.
	5%
	2.5%
	92.5%

	The session devoted to school initiatives provided valuable insights 
	10%
	5%
	85%

	The round table discussion was productive
	22.5%
	22.5%
	55%

	This theme provided me personally with new insights
	20%
	10%
	70%

	This theme enabled the Forum to develop productive ideas for future action
	17.5%
	37.5%
	45%


	Theme 2 – Schooling and future communities
	Disagree
	Undecided
	Agree

	The input provided by the introductory speakers provided a useful backdrop for the discussions.
	5%
	10%
	85%

	The session devoted to school initiatives provided valuable insights 
	7.5%
	12.5%
	80%

	The round table discussion was productive
	10%
	20%
	15%

	This theme provided me personally with new insights
	22.5%
	10%
	67.5%

	This theme enabled the Forum to develop productive ideas for future action
	20%
	30%
	50%


	Theme 3 – Teaching and learning
	Disagree
	Undecided
	Agree

	The input provided by the introductory speaker provided a useful backdrop for the discussions.
	0%
	12.5%
	87.5%

	The session devoted to school initiatives provided valuable insights 
	12.5%
	22.5%
	65%

	The round table discussion was productive
	12.5%
	15%
	72.5%

	This theme provided me personally with new insights
	20%
	15%
	65%

	This theme enabled the Forum to develop productive ideas for future action
	20%
	15%
	65%


	Theme 4 - Supporting organisational change
	Disagree
	Undecided
	Agree

	The input provided by the introductory speaker provided a useful backdrop for the discussions.
	10%
	20%
	70%

	The session devoted to school initiatives provided valuable insights 
	7.5%
	22.5%
	70%

	The round table discussion was productive
	10%
	15%
	75%

	This theme provided me personally with new insights
	17.5%
	25%
	57.5%

	This theme enabled the Forum to develop productive ideas for future action
	17.5%
	22.5%
	60%


As is apparent from the data the response to the program was generally very positive. However, several issues were raised by participants. 

The most common was that there was too little time for participants to contribute to the Forum. This was due to:

· having too many speakers in the program;

· a number of speakers failing to keep to the time allocated;

· overlap between the speakers.

Reference was made to a lack of balance in the program with too great a focus on science compared with mathematics and environmental education.

Some disappointment was expressed with the issues raised in the discussion groups Several respondents suggested that there was too much familiar ground covered and too little focus on the future.

Participation

Several participants commented on the absence of several stakeholder groups. Reference was made to the absence of students, school principals, and industry representatives. (The organisers note that a number of industries were invited to send representatives but they did not accept the invitation).

Outcomes

Whilst almost all indicated that the Forum had provided new directions for their own professional work and new professional contacts, there was uncertainty amongst some participants about whether the outcomes were sufficiently clear to provide a basis for steps forward at the national level. However 94% of participants said that it would be desirable to take further action to further the ideas generated at the Forum and 97% indicated that they wished to be kept informed about developments arising from the Forum.

	
	Disagree
	Undecided
	Agree

	The Forum generated some achievable steps forward for science, mathematics and environmental education at a national level.
	17%
	34%
	49%

	The Forum provided me with some new directions to pursue in my professional work.
	17%
	11%
	72%

	I met people at the Forum with whom I hope to maintain professional contact
	6%
	3%
	91%

	It would be desirable to take further action to further the ideas generated at the Forum
	3%
	3%
	94%

	The principles generated at the forum are appropriate as a basis for national action.
	15%
	27%
	58%

	I would like to be kept informed about developments arising from the forum
	0%
	3%
	97%


Organisation of the Forum

	
	Disagree
	Undecided
	Agree

	The venue for the Forum was appropriate
	0%
	0%
	100%

	The program was well managed
	11%
	6%
	83%

	The preliminary information was adequate
	6%
	18%
	76%

	The structure of the forum allowed for significant discussion
	25%
	17%
	58%

	The plans for further action are realistic and appropriate
	4%
	41%
	55%


Participants were generally satisfied with the organisation of the Forum. Some disappointment was expressed about aspects of the room used on the second day. These data confirm the earlier conclusion drwan earlier that some participants believed that there was too little time for discussion which led to a lack of clarity about the way forward.

